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Women and Equality 


It would be strange and anomalous to deny to women equality in the 
church, which is the very fountain of the principle of equality. It is 
Christ who has made women free and equal. Is she to be allowed this 
freedom and equality elsewhere and denied it in the church, where 
freedom and equality had their origin? {{ The church needs today all 
that women can bring into it. If there are women who, as elders. 
evangelists, or as ordained ministers, can serve the church better than 
the men to whom otherwise the church would be confined, the church 
ought to be free to command their service. There will be such women. 
Probably there will not be as many as the church needs. The fear 
that if the whole work of the church is opened to women they will 
crowd out men so that men will withdraw from the work and leave 
it to women, is a groundless fear. There will be a great gain in mak- 
ing men and women equal. The door will be fully open to all that 
women can give and do. And the reproach of the past, that the church 
alone denies to women the principle of Christianity which has gone 
out from the church over all the rest of life, will be once and for all 
removed. We shall have done righ?, and that is all that we need to do. 
{ But some still say that it is inexpedient or premature. It is not in- 
expedient to do what is right. And it is scarcely premature to do late 
what through the influence of Christ has been already done in realm 
after realm of life, and what only now we are coming so tardily to do in 
Christ’s own Body, the church.—Rosert E. SPEER, quoted in A Man 
Sent from God. W. Reginald Wheeler. Fleming H. Revell Co., West - 
wood, N. J. 











Letters to the Editors 





Iranian Welcome to New Program in Iraq 





U. S. Missionary Writes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


1 WISH to express through you to the 
members of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
my great joy over the decision of the 
Board of World Missions to share in the 
work of the United Mission in Iraq (OvuT- 
LOOK, May 28). 

When I was a student in seminary God 
laid it on my heart to go as a missionary 
to Moslems. I wished to serve under my 
own church, but it was impossible for me 
to do so, since the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., had no contact with the Moslem 
World. Hence, with the approval of Dr. 
Chester, secretary of the committee in 
Nashville, I applied to the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and was sent to Persia (Iran) in 
1919. Now for 37 years I have had the 
wonderful privilege of preaching Jesus 
Christ to the Moslems of this land. 

I have maintained my membership in 
Lexington Presbytery, Synod of Virginia, 
because I love the church in which I was 
ordained, and in which my father and 
both my grandfathers were ministers, and 
in which my brother Francis P. Miller is 
an elder, and I wanted to feel that I was 
a representative of that church in the task 
of evangelizing Moslems. 

When the United Mission to Mesopo- 
tamia was formed in 1924 I tried to in- 
fluence my brethren in the Southern 
Church to join it, so that our church would 
have at least a small part in the great task 
of making Christ known to the Moham- 
medans, who are said to constitute one- 
seventh of the earth’s population. I knew 
that the missionary zeal of our church was 
needed in this most difficult missionary 
undertaking, in which devoted servants 
of Christ have labored and prayed for 
years without seeing more than a hand- 


ful of converts baptized. And I also felt 
that it would be a great blessing to the 
members of our church, who had had the 
privilege of supporting missionary work 
in Korea and the Congo where converts 
came easily and in large numbers, to face 
the solid rock of Islam and be cast down 
on their knees before God in a task that, 
humanly speaking, was impossible. Great 
was my disappointment when I saw that 
the Southern Church was not interested 
in taking its part in the evangelization of 
Moslems. 


NOW OUR PRAYERS have at last 
been answered, and soon some of our 
young missionaries will be coming to 
Iraq! There they will find no organized 
churches of Moslem converts—only a few 
groups of believers here and there, whom 
30d has brought from death into life. 
They will find about them people who 
know well the name of “Isa Masih” (Jesus 
Christ), and who affirm that he was born 
of the Virgin Mary, but deny that he 
was crucified and raised on the third day, 
and count it blasphemy to say that he was 
the Son of God—who consider Jesus to 
be a very great prophet, but believe that 
Mohammed was greater than he, and has 
taken his place as the Prophet for the 
whole world. 

These young missionaries will need des- 
perately the loyal and never-failing sup- 
port, by love and faith and prayer, of the 
church that sends them forth, that, though 
they may toil all night and take nothing, 
they may be ready next morning to launch 
out once more and let down their nets. 
None of the missionaries of our church 
will be more in need of prayer than those 
who come to Iraq. 

I want right now to give a cordial invi- 
tation to those first missionaries to come 
to Iran for their first summer vacation. 
They may be Southerners, but they will 
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need to get away for a time from the heat 


of Baghdad or Basrah, and we can pro- 
vide them with high mountains and cool 
breezes, and can introduce them to scores 
of men and women who once prayed to- 
ward Mecca but now bow the knee to 
Jesus Christ. In Hamadan they will find 
William Hopper of Louisville, and in 
Teheran I will rejoice to welcome them— 
and we two “Southern Presbyterians” in 
the Iran Mission will endeavor to show 
them as much Southern hospitality as is 
possible in a strange land! 

MAY |! ADD this word? If there are 
more candidates for work in Irag than the 
Board of World Missions needs just now, 
I suggest that they follow our example 
and come to Iran under the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the USA Church. Our 
Iran Mission is urging the Board to send 
out new missionaries in the next five 
years, and doctors, nurses, educationalists, 
women evangelists and ministers are need- 
ed at once. Warm as would be the wel- 
come extended to summer visitors from 
Iraq, the welcome given any Presbyterian 
missionaries of the U. S. Churck who 
come to Iran to stay would be even warm- 
er. After all, the two churches will soon 
be one—so why should not some of the 
U.S. missionary volunteers come at once 
to Iran and add to the number of the 
Christian heralds who proclaim the Gos- 
pel of Salvation in the Persian tongue 
with a Southern accent? 

Yours in the service of Christ for Mos- 
lems, 

WILLIAM McELWEE MILLER 
American Presbyterian Mission, 
Teheran, Iran. 


Indignation 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

From the fact that you published the 
letter, “Nature ... Never,” in THe Ovrt- 
LooK (Sept. 24) I judge you do not believe 
in the fall. 

I am expressing my indignation that 
you will publish such a letter. 

J. A. Bown. 
Abingdon, Va. 

NOTE—The fact that we publish letters 
of our correspondents has nothing to do 
with approval or disapproval. It simply 
means that we allow them to express 
their opinions—even their indignation.— 
Eds. 





Postponed to Nov. 1—publication of 
Dr. Foreman’s new book— 
Candles on the Glacier. 
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Commission Urged 
To Study Church Press 


Des Mornes, IA. (RNS)—Setting up 
of a special commission to foster “‘a free 
and responsible church press” was urged 
on the annual assembly here of the Inter- 
national Convention of Disciples of 
Christ. 

Harold E. Fey of Chicago, editor of 
The Christian Century, undenomina- 
tional weekly, suggested that the body 
be modeled on the Hutchins Commission 
on the Freedom of the Press which con- 
ducted a study of the secular press. He 
said it should “appraise and report an- 
nually on the health, performance and 
needs of the religious press.” 

“We need more work upon the stand- 
ards of performance of the press,” Mr. 
Fey said. ‘‘We should strive to make 
more effective our whole approach to 
communications so the church could really 
speak to the soul of the nation. 

“We should do this not as an exercise 
in virtue but as a means of survival. We 
must develop a keener concern over sup- 
pressions of information that may occur 
in church or public agencies.” 

He said that “for a long time” the 
church press was free only to express 
what official church boards wanted it to 
say but this had changed somewhat in 
recent years so that “in many cases the 
church press shines as an example of 
responsible freedom.” 


Freedom Needed 


“But unless it is free to take position 
on controversial matters, is encouraged 
to learn and tell the truth even though 
the truth hurts some good people, and is 
allowed to publish what the conscientious 
judgment of trained journalists believes 
ought to be published,” Dr. Fey said, “‘the 
church is crippled in its own right arm. 

“Christians ought to insist that their 
right to know be respected. The work of 
the Kingdom of God is not a conspiracy. 
It should be done in the open. We should 
have no secrets from one another in the 
work of the church. 

“When we conduct our operations of 
communication on the basis of the liberty 
that is in Christ, we shall be more effec- 
tive, more interesting, and more essential 
to the body of Christ.” 

Dr. Fey expressed the hope that, if the 
Disciples develop such a commission, the 
National Council of Churches might be 
persuaded to do the same within its mem- 
bership. 

The Christian Century editor spoke on 
“The Ministry of Christian Journalism.” 

He stressed that religious journalism 
is important and “deserves support and 


Strong Call to Unity Is 
Issued by Lutheran Leader 


HarrisBurc, Pa., (Special)—The is- 
sue of the hour in 1956 is Christian 
unity, President Franklin Clark Fry told 
the 20th biennial convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America here. 

In an 8000-word report prepared for 
delegates, as they decide whether to go 
forward “in a search for wider unity,” 
Dr. Fry cited five axioms underlying 
church unity; wrong reasons for uniting 
churches, and wrong reasons for staying 
apart. 

He underlined “inner implications of 
unity” for the United Lutheran Church. 

And he ended his message with a “‘call 
to prayer” to bring about Christian unity. 

As for the 2,700,000-member United 
Lutheran Church which he has headed 
for the last 12 years, Dr. Fry called at- 
tention to a “truly historic event” in a 
joint invitation issued last year by the 
UCLA and the 500,000-memember Au- 
gustana Lutheran Church to “all the Lu- 
therans of America to enter into organic 
union.” 


Conspicuous Development 

“No one will dispute that church coop- 
eration and unity are in the air,” Dr. 
Fry said. 

“The growth of Christian partnership 
is in many ways the most conspicuous 
development in church life today, and 
we have our share in it,’”’ he continued. 

Dr. Fry is chairman of the 90-member 
Central Committee, the governing body 
of the World Council of Churches, and 
vice-president of the Lutheran World 
Federation. He presided over the or- 
ganizing convention of the National 
Council of Churches. 

He cited other “stirrings” which “focus 
on Christian unity,’ the Minneapolis 
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion next August, centering around the 
theme “Christ Frees and Unites,” and the 
promotion by Christian people” for three 
reasons: (1) “because it is primarily 
concerned with events and ideas bearing 
upon man’s nature and destiny,” (2) 
because “the life of the church loses its 
vitality unless Christians in all walks 
of life know facts concerning the persons 
and institutions of religion,” and (3) be- 
cause “it is committed, openly and ex- 
plicitly to encouraging the operation of 
religious and moral principles in all per- 
sonal and social relationships.” 


first Faith and Order Conference in 
North America, also next August, in 
which “the evangelical churches of nearly 
all confessions in North America are to 
grapple with ‘The Nature of the Unity 
We Seek.’ ” 


Five Axioms 


He listed these fixe axioms for church 

unity: 

1. “Unity is a gift from God.” 

2. “Unity is in Christ, and reciprocally, 
through Christ being in us.” 

3. “Leading into unity, as well as into 
truth, is the work of the Holy Spirit.” 

4. “Unity . . . is implied in the scrip- 
tures. 

5. “A matching, equally important, 
value in it that we must not overlook 
is in what it does... it has a prac- 
tical mission in this world.” 


“Union for the sake of expediency,” 
the Lutheran leader said, “is evil be- 
cause the church is the Lord’s. For the 
same reason, unity without union cannot 
be condoned.” 

He contrasted “unity” and “union.” 


“Unity is a mark of the invisible church 
and is from God. Union has to do with 
the church in this world and can be ne- 
gotiated, and if desired, postponed by 
men.” 


“The only business churches have to 
associate with one another,” Dr. Fry 
said, “is to manifest oneness in Jesus 
Christ as Divine Lord and Saviour.” 


Truth vs. Unity 


And for the 7,000,000 Lutherans in 
North America, Dr. Fry had this to say 
about unity: 


“We Lutherans have tended to empha- 
size truth; sometimes we have placed such 
exclusive stress upon it that the other 
pole of the Spirit’s magnetism has been 
obscured. 

“Insistence upon agreement in doctrine 
as a precondition for church fellowship 
is the distinguishing mark of Lutherans 
among all Protestants and should never 
be relaxed. Allegiance to Christ as the 
Truth rules out indifference, or even a 
casual attitude to the truths about Him 
that have been revealed. Here we stand, 
and we shall not renounce our conviction. 

“At the same time, we Lutherans need 
to remember two things. One is that this 
virtue can be carried to excess. A danger 
lies at our doorstep; it is the danger of 
intellectual pride. ... Furthermore, never 
forget that the Spirit still leads on... . 
We must continue to be wide open in 
mind... 


Dr. Fry said “unnecessary divisions 








of the Christian church are a scandalon 
(the Greek word for stumbling block in 
the New Testament) in non-Christian 
lands.” 

“Unnecessary divisions,” he continued 
“confuse and deter many who are other- 
wise ready to become believers. 


“We are grateful that the Lutheran 
family within the Christian church is 
rapidly uprooting this cause of offense in 
Asia and Africa, where united churches 
of our confession are springing up almost 
everywhere. 

“With all our hearts we wish it could 
be so in North America, too! 

“Every vestige of competition, with its 
wastage of men and means, accuses us.” 


Wrong Reasons 
What he described as ‘“‘wrong reasons” 
for Christian unity, he listed as: 


1. “A clamor for union can reflect in- 
difference to faith.” 

2. “A second group is colored by senti- 
mentalism ... other Christians are nice 
people ... they are sincere in their be- 
liefs.’” 

3. “Large combinations are in the spirit 
of the times.” 

4. “Increased prestige is a twin induce- 
ment ...churches seem to gain in stature 
when they reach their first or second mil- 
lion members .. . all of us Lutherans in 
the United States are pleased that we rank 
third in numbers among Protestant de- 
nominations.” 

5. “The strength of the forces against 
us is often urged to justify union.’ 

6. “Economy ... there are always a few 
small minds to whom saving money looks 
like a plausible outcome of union.” 


“Christians, beware!” Dr. Fry warn- 
ed. “All six of these motives spring 
from man’s own superficiality, self-in- 
terest and lack of faith.” 


Eight Deterrents 

The list of deterrents—*just as twisted 
and twisting reasons against church 
union”’——-Dr. Fry branded even more 
formidable. 


1. “The outward unity of the church, in 
distinction to inward unity of faith, is 
considered by some to be a matter of in- 
difference, or at least to have a low 
priority.” 

2. “Inertia holds us back. We are at 
home in things as they are. Leave us 
alone!” 

3. “Fears of bigness, the exact opposite 
of the hunger of bigness, is very real in 
men’s minds. .. . The spectacle—even the 
threat—of a super-church arouses just 
misgivings.” 

4. “Is there a loss of face for us? Will 
the face of the new church look more like 
somebody else’s present church organiza- 
tion than ours?” 

5. “National origins have been a for- 
midable barrier to Lutheran unity and 
union in America. ... Our church in this 
western world has been a coat cf many 
colors. . . . More accurately, it has been 
a cluttered wardrobe of separate gar- 
ments.” 

6. “Separate and even 
churches provoke each other to good 
works ... rivalry is as healthy in reli- 
gious life as in trade. As other moments 
they admit that partnership and comity, 
notably in the National Lutheran Council, 
have yielded a harvest of blessings. The 
whole idea is so grossly secular that it is 
fading rapidly.” 


4 


competitive 


7. “Congregationalism can be carried 
to such an extreme that wider unity of 
the church loses all meaning.” 

8. “The ultimate and most harmful re- 
sult of divisions is that they are a fertile 
soil for sectarianism ... every synod or 
church body that by its own choice lives 
apart from its confessional kinsmen is 


in constant peril of falling into this 
snare.” 
“Lutherans,” the report continues, 


“unanimously affirm that a wide and 
deep consensus of doctrine must underlie 
church union. 


“For our own UCLA, this. includes not 
only the Word of God and the ecumenical 
creeds but also the confessions which have 
always been regarded as the standards of 
Evangelical Lutheran doctrine. 

“Side by side with a clear theology, 
however, the church must have a com- 
prehensive quality if it is to be a church at 
all, and above all Christ’s. 

“As a proof our own sincerity, a search- 
ing look needs to be turned inward, too. 
How about the unity inside our United 
Lutheran Church? Unity must be a reign- 
ing concern in all our church life if it is 
to be so at all. 

“Unity should cross all boundaries, 
flowing both out and in, and permeate the 
whole being of the church.” 


What to Give Up 


“Which of our present customs and 
vested rights are we willing to give up 
for the sake of a broader Lutheran 
unity?” he asked. 

“What things are we willing to sacrifice 
for it? What price do we place upon 
unity not only with our lips but in our 
church life? Are there any conditions 
that we insist on imposing?’ 


“Here at Harrisburg,” Dr. Fry con- 


cluded, “is where all such conditions, if 
any, should be stated. To postpone them 
until later would be unfair and embar- 
rassing. 


“Unity itself must be an unbroken 
whole, facing out and in.” 


Voting for Ordination 


The vote on the ordination of women 
as elders and deacons, now underway in 
the U. S. presbyteries (with a favorable 
vote required by 43 out of 85 presby- 
teries), is reported to date as follows: 


FOR AGAINST 
Greenbrier 24-6 Birmingham 
E. Hanover 49-25 Knoxville 42-11 
Durant 9-5 South Carolina 25-5 
Louisville almost 
unanimously 
Muhlenburg 21-1 
Potosi 16-4 
Brazos 
Potomac 43-8 


They Agree 

At least one leading Louisiana layman 
(along with many others) and his wife 
agree on the step now being voted on in 
Presbyterian, U. S., areas looking toward 
the ordination of women as church offi- 
cers, 

Hal Baird, president of the laymen of 
his synod and a member of New Orleans’ 
Lakeview church, puts it this way: 

“I see no reason why there should be any 
differentiation in the church between men 
and women. The law already permits 
women to hold high public office.” 

Says Mrs. Baird: “I certainly agree 
with my husband.” 


The Church Should Lead 


By THOMAS H. McDILL 


ECAUSE of the fact that in our cul- 

ture woman is coming into her own, 
she is no longer a slave or a vassal. She 
has taken her place in all the professions, 
including the ministry in many churches, 
and more than ever before she is recog- 
nized as man’s equal. We may very well 
cause offense and hamper the spread of 
the gospel if we do not give woman her 
proper recognition in the church. It 
would be my conviction that the 
transition in woman’s status must be a 
gradual one, but that nevertheless the tran- 
sition must take place. I would feel that 
just as there were deaconesses in the 
Apostolic church, so should there be dea- 
conesses in our churches today. In addi- 
tion, we should now consider women as 
eligible for the office of elder. Within a 
very few years, I would assume that this 
would lead us to the point of ordaining 
women to the ministry in special circum- 
stances, e. g., missionaries in cultures 


DR. McDILL is a member of the faculty of 
Columbia Seminary in Georgia. 


where their work could be made more 
effective by such action on the part of the 
church. In a few more years, I would 
expect that we would ordain women as 
pastors of churches. 

The identification of the effort to give 
women their proper place in the govern- 
ment of the church with liberal theology 
is preposterous! The major difficulty, 
it seems to me, is an inadequate Biblical 
interpretation that fails to differentiate 
general principles from specific regula- 
tions, universal and normative ethical 
principles from concrete, moral applica- 
tions. 

Also, by reason of our failure to exer- 
cise a sound casuistry as over against 
the pejorative casuistry rejected by the 
Reformers, the church has slowly lost her 
leadership in all matters ethical. It is 
a tremendous tragedy that the church 
must be observed as following slowly and 
painfully the higher ethical ideals set 
forth by the secular world rather than 
being in the vanguard in the name of 
Christ. 
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For the Ordination of Women 


HE proposal before us is only a per- 

missive action that is offered to be 
approved by the church, providing that 
any particular congregation may elect 
women as elders and deacons should it 
so desire. So it would be on the same 
basis as that of the rotary system of 
elders and deacons. Now when that sys- 
tem was first proposed there was a great 
deal of objection that came out in the 
church, and there is still some objection. 
And the objection to that, as the objection 
to the ordination of women, was presum- 
ably based on Scriptural grounds, and yet 
the more I’ve heard of the arguments, the 
more I have been convinced that those 
arguments are based on a vicious (i. e., 
faulty, incorrect) misinterpretation and 
misunderstanding of Scripture. 


’ 


Medo-Persian View 

I have recently read an article on the 
position of women in the church in which 
the writer professed to be arguing from 
the point of view of Scripture, but as I 
read his argument it seemed to me that 
instead of going back to Holy Scripture, 
he was going back to the age and the at- 
titude of the Medo-Persian people in the 
fifth century before Christ. You remem- 
ber that Ahasuerus, the Medo-Persian 
king, had a great feast with all his kings 
and courtiers and princes and nobles, and 
after they had been drinking for some 
time and were very strongly under the 
influence of drink, the king sent his seven 
chamberlains to bring the queen in that 
he might exhibit the beauty of her face 
and her form to his companions. And 
when Vashti declined to make this in- 
decent exhibtion of herself the king called 
a meeting of his lords and kings and 
princes to see what should be done; and 
they voted that she should be dethroned 
and that a decree should be issued, valid 
throughout the limits of the empire, that 
women must be obedient, in subjection, 
submissive to men, and that the man 
must be the lord over his house. Now 
that is the burden of the argument that 
is presented against the ordination of 
women as elders and deacons. 

I should like to point out that with 
reference to officers in his church, Christ 
vave no directions whatever, no directions 
concerning the form of government nor 
of the organization. He said nothing 
about the election of elders and deacons 
even; and all the development of the 
church’s life and work has come under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit whom 
Christ had promised. 





DR. RICHARDSON delivered these im- 
Ppromptu remarks (which were recorded) at 
the meeting of East Hanover (Va.) Presby- 
tery. He is professor emeritus of missions 
at Union Seminary in Virginia. He was Mod- 
erator of the U. S. General Assembly in 1943. 
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By D. W. RICHARDSON 


The arguments presumably based on 
Scripture all go back to the Apostle Paul, 
and the Apostle Paul was speaking and 
writing in an age, in a civilization, and 
to a people of different culture and cus- 
toms from ours, and his teaching was 
adapted to the particular conditions of 
that particular time and among that par- 
ticular people. A great deal of his local 
and occasional teaching has already been 
slowly passed beyond and left behind. 
For example, he says that women shall 
not have their hair cut. Now if we go 
around today in the church objecting to 
women bobbing their hair, we will soon 
find that we are in a very difficult posi- 
tion. 

He says women shall not come into the 
church without veiled heads. That used 
to be interpreted as meaning that they 
shall wear their hats in church. In the 
church of which I was a member, up 
until the time when I lost my member- 
ship in a particular church and became 
a member of the presbytery, on one occa- 
sion I was present when the pastor of 
that church asked some young women— 
nurses in training from the state hos- 
pital—to leave the prayer meeting service 
on Wednesday evening because they had 
been so bold and arrogant and unscrip- 
tural as to come without hats. They 
couldn’t stay in the service of public 
worship without their hats! 

We no longer require women to wear 
long hair; we no longer require women 
to wear veils in the church, recognizing 
the fact that there is no justification for 
basing this requirement on the localized 
teachings of Paul. If we take the wide 
sweep of Scripture, we find that not only 
is there no warrant for refusing to ordain 
women as elders and deacons; but that 
it was the practice of Gcd’s people in the 


past and it is in harmony with the Spirit 
of God’s word for all times and to all 
men. 


From Early Times 


We find women “ordained” in the serv- 
ice of the church from very early times. 
Deborah was a prophetess, as she was 
called, which means a preacher. Huldah 
was a preacher and she was sent by God 
to give advice to Hilkiah, a priest; and 
in the book of Joel we are told that the 
time will come when “your sons and your 
daughters shall be preachers,” and Peter 
at Pentecost announced that this prophecy 
was fulfilled there. And when we come 
over into the New Testament in the very 
opening of our Lord’s life, Anna, a 
prophetess—a preacher—had something 
to say about the meaning of his mission. 
Notwithstanding the statement sometimes 
made that there is no reference to women 
as officers in the church, if you will see 
the 16th chapter of Romans, the first 
verse, you will find that Phoebe was a 
deaconess—the same word as the one we 
use for the seven deacons who were elected 
back there in the Book of Acts (Phil. 
ick: 5 Tim. 3:8). 

You will find that Priscilla was used 
of God to instruct a minister more fully, 
more soundly, in the doctrine; and all 
through the Bible you will find examples 
of women who were preachers. 

Paul, in I Corinthians 11:5, speaks 
about women praying and prophesying. 
Our earlier versions retain prophesying. 
Phillips brings out the real meaning 
when he says that women, praying and 
preaching, shall wear veils. 

If we don’t require women to wear 
veils in the church today, why should 
we object to their praying and preaching 
in the church? Under the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit promised by Christ the 
church has gone clear beyond these con- 





by secular society. 


Churches. 





Woman's Responsibility 
By MILDRED McAFEE HORTON 


Surely the only reason Christians could be concerned about any form of 
status is a shorthand way to suggest opportunity for service. 
to me... that women too easily accept the fact of their womanhood as defined 
We like its perquisites—we react heartily to chivalry, 
gallantry, flattery. Maybe the time has come to face the fact that the accept- 
ance of responsibility is not the right but the duty of a child of God. There 
would be little left to discuss about the status of women—in the churches or 
elsewhere—if children of God, meaning you and me—and all our sons, hus- 
bands, “‘boy friends,” and frustrated bachelors, maladjusted males who have 
not sublimated their paternal instincts—determined to do our duty.—In a 
report to the National Council of Churches on the Status of Women in the 


It has occurred 














ceptions that belong to an outdated age 
and outdated mode of ecclesiastical law. 
We no longer object to women speaking 
in the church. We no longer object to 
them teaching in the church. Why should 
we object to them being ordained as 
elders and deacons? 


Women’s Part 


And so I think that the ordination of 
women as elders and deacons is in har- 
mony with God’s Word, with the example 
and spirit of that Word and the direction 
of the Holy Spirit; and I believe that it 
is expedient. I am using that word ex- 


pedient in the proper sense of right and 
wise. Women are a part of the church, 
they are the larger part of the church, 
they are the most active and devoted part 
of the church; and I always feel like 
resenting it when I hear the statement 
made that the godly women of the church, 
who have taken so large a part in the life 
and work of the church, must be in 
obedience, must be submissive, must be 
subjected to the lordship of men. 

To my mind the question narrows down 
to this: Shall we hold to the tradition 
of the past, or shall we follow the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit? xv 


Personal Word from the Chairman 


Impressions and Convictions 
By EDWARD G. LILLY 


N ‘THE preparation and presentation 

to the 1956 General Assembly of the 
“Report of the Committee to Make a 
Thorough Biblical Study of the Position 
of Women in the Church” (OvutTLOOK, 
Mar. 19), certain impressions and con- 
victions have been experienced. 

I have been asked to record some of 
these. ‘They are numbered to conserve 
space. Taken together, they combine to 
bring about a firm personal conviction of 
the truth of the Biblical study as a whole 
and lead to the logical acceptance of the 
viewpoint expressed in the report’s con- 
clusion and recommendations. 

1. In the committee’s work the full 
frank discussion of the whole question 
was encouraged. The committee not only 
unanimously and wholeheartedly adopted 
the report but each member of the com- 
mittee wrote a part of it. 

2. About 92% of this report is 2 Bib- 
lical study of the topic. This Biblical 
study is the main part of the report, 
rather than the two recommendations. 


Sound and Scriptural 

3. The question of the proper interpre- 
tation of certain significant passages was 
a challenging part of the work. The in- 
terpretation given is neither literal nor 
liberal; but is sound Scripturally, and in 
accord with the spirit and practice of 
our Church and has been so recognized 
by many. 

4. No attempt was made to deal with 
all the Scripture passages involved, but 
only with some of the most important 
ones. 

5. The Bible gives few specific instruc- 
tions and commands about the leadership 
and organization of the church for any 


DR. LILLY is pastor of the Hartsville, S. C., 
church. He was chairman of the General 
Assembly’s ad interim committee studying 
the position of women in the church and he 
presented the report to the 1956 Assembly 
where it was approved and sent to the pres- 
byteries for their vote. 
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particular age. 

6. The interpretation and viewpoint of 
the report is neither new nor revolution- 
ary. In 1916 Dr. James I. Vance set 
forth the same general view (OUTLOOK, 
Oct. 17, 1955). Other outstanding Bible 
students who have whole-heartedly ap- 
proved this view were: Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan, Dr. Robert E. Speer, and Dr. 
Eugene C. Caldwell. Dr. Walter Lee 
Lingle, many professors in our semi- 
naries, and many leading ministers and 
laymen in our church accept this view 
and by their advice and suggestions on 
various passages have helped us to write 
the report. 

7. We recognized the ease of claiming 
the approval of the Holy Spirit and have 
not done this rashly. The present posi- 
tions of leadership occupied by women in 
our church and in many other churches 
are believed to be in accord with the Holy 
Spirit’s leadership. If this is denied, 
then our church should definitely forbid 
women to serve in such positions. 


On Permissive Basis 


8. It should be remembered that the 
suggested change in the Book of Church 
Order is on a permissive basis and would 
be used only as desired by any local con- 
gregation. 

9. The position of women in social, 
economic, political and religious life, and 
their qualifications to serve as church 
leaders have changed greatly since Bible 
times. By contrast, in our life today, 
many women are educated, informed, 
trained for leadership and have available 
time. Their consecration is unquestioned. 
The movement toward ordination of 
women is virtually world-wide. So far 
as we know, no church has tried such 
ordination and later rejected it as unwise 
or unscriptural. 

10. We believe that the Word of God 
permits women to be church officers, that 
it is practical for them to serve in this 
way, and that the practice of our church 
today is definitely pointing that way. We 
believe that the basic positions and inter- 
pretations of this Biblical study were 
heartily approved by the 1956 General 
Assembly when it overwhelmingly ap- 
proved the first recommendation of the 
report which permitted women to speak 
in church courts. If the Biblical study 
and its conclusion are rejected, then we 
should reject both recommendations and 
reject the service of women in many 
places of authority where they are serving 
the church today. 

11. This Biblical study was made by 
a committee that was not crusading for 
any view. We believe the general view- 
point of this Biblical study with its con- 
clusion and its recommendations will 
eventually be adopted by our church. 
But, regardless of the outcome, we pre- 
sent it for the thoughtful earnest studv 
of our church and others interested. We 
believe it points the way for a reconcilia- 
tion of our present practice and our 
church’s interpretation of the Scriptures. 


THEY WERE CREATED EQUAL 


By JOHN 


AN AND WOMAN were created 
equal in essential rank and dignity: 
created alike and equally in the image 
of Ged. Their relationship was that of 
equality and mutual dependence. They 
were to find their complementing hap- 
piness, and to carry out their divinely 
appointed mission, in mutual coopera- 
tion. Their status was of equal rank and 
privilege. 
All went well under this orderly ar- 
rangement until they began to act inde- 


DR. GOOD is pastor of the Moultrie, Ga., 
church. These excerpts are taken from a 
longer paper cn the historical background of 
Paul’s limitation on the status of women in 
the early church. 


W. GOOD 


pendently and both fell into sin and 
misery. There are suggestions in this 
early story of creation that woman’s 
sphere was pre-eminently that cf the 
home; and that to man was assigned the 
more rugged outward task of subduing the 
earth and of making it serve their com- 
mon needs. But in this original divine 
order man and woman, in point of rank 
and privilege, were always considered of 
equal status and mutually dependent. 
“Man’‘s Depraved Mind” 

Paul fully accepted this divine order. 
even citing it with approval. His con- 
victions on this order he never changed 


in all of his dealings with women in the 
church of his day. 
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But, as subsequent history shows, man 
soon forgot his own dependence, or vi- 
tally discounted it; and he more and 
more interpreted woman’s dependence as 
meaning inferiority and subordination. 
Thus man became the lord and woman 
became the slave. That idea appealed 
to the selfish and increasingly depraved 
masculine mind. It was adopted univer- 
sally by the idolatrous religions and the 
pagan world generally; and it persists, 
outside of the Christian religion, as a 
dominating thought in all lands to this 
day. 

The parent error in this evil is that 
it misinterprets God’s order of equality 
and mutual dependence and substitutes 
for that divine order the concepts of in- 
feriority and subordination as applied 
to women. Paul never adopted any such 
error nor accepted those pagan concepts 
as defining the normal status of women. 

The world of today is not the same 
world as that of Paul’s day. The status 
of woman has changed, by virtue of her 
higher educational attainments, her un- 
fettered capabilities in general, and her 


top leadership opportunities, in every de- 
partment of modern life (except in the 
church, where there is still restraint). 
The causal conditions of paganism which 
gave rise to Paul’s restrictions upon 
women in the early church hardly exist 
now under Christian civilization. The 
church of today is different from that of 
Paul’s day. Essential faith and spiritual 
standards have remained the same from 
age to age: but all else, how changed! 

The church now, in its ever-expanding 
mission to save and to serve, has need 
of all those services in all kinds of spirit- 
ual endeavor for which women are most 
eminently qualified. 


Paul, Today 


Were he here today, Paul would doubt- 
less join countless other devout men and 
women in this very serious question: Why 
should the grateful and consecrated 
Christian women of today be denied the 
right and the privilege of serving their 
gracious Savior and his church in any 
capacities in which the Holy Spirit of 
God may prompt their souls to serve? + 


The Campbell Morgan Comments 


At the 1956 Presbyterian, U. S., General Assembly, Edward G. Lilly, 
chairman of the committee studying the question of ordination of 
women, tried repeatedly to get an opportunity to read to the Assembly 
the comments of the late G. Campbell Morgan on some of the New 
Testament passages which are often used to restrict the full service 
of women in the church. However, Dr. Lilly was not able to read the 


material before the vote was taken. 


It is considered significant be- 


cause of the conservative views of Campbell Morgan. 


The next two verses [1 Cor. 14:34,35] 
have been mischievously twisted and con- 
torted by many excellent people. Mark 
the emphasis here. ‘Let the women keep 
silence in the churches.” I recognize 
what has often been claimed, that there 
is here an apparent contradiction of 
Paul’s instruction in an earlier chapter 
(xi. 5). Paul there recognized the right 
of a woman to pray or prophecy, and gave 
instructions how she was to do so in the 
city of Corinth. However there is no 
contradiction, when we remember the 
Corinthian background. It is evident, 
when we read the instruction in chapter 
eleven, that there were certain women in 
the church in Corinth who were claiming 
their emancipation in an unwise manner, 
where the uncovered head was the sign 
of prostitution. Women there were claim- 
ing they were emancipated from all cus- 
tom, and they were speaking and praying 
with heads uncovered. Therefore Paul 
gave instructions that their heads were to 
be covered. 


Instructions for Corinth 


Does that still obtain? I do not think 
so. That was Corinth. But the principle 
obtains. There must be no emancipation 
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from general custom that may be misun- 
derstood by the outside world. That was 
the prohibition in chapter eleven. Here 
however it is evident that these women 
were exercising a freedom harmfully, and 
everything depends on what the apostle 
meant by speaking. ‘‘Let the women keep 
silence in the churches; for it is nct per- 
mitted unto them to speak,” and again, 
“If they would learn anything, let them 
ask their own husbands at home; for it 
is shameful for a woman to speak in the 
church.” 

What is meant by speaking? Prophe- 
sying? Not necessarily. Quite simply 
and technically, this Greek verb trans- 
lated here ‘“‘to speak,” the verb laleo, oc- 
curs over three hundred times in the New 
Testament, and in the most remarkable 
variety of applications; but the context is 
always necessary if we are to understand 
what is meant by this verb. It may mean, 
and so it is used to mean, talking, ques- 
tioning, arguing, protesting, chattering. 
Paul might have written with equal ac- 
curacy, Let a man keep silence in the 
churches, for it is not permitted unto 
men to chatter, to argue. Let them be in 
subjection, as also saith the law, and let 
them discuss the subject at home. 


What was Paul warning these people 
against? Undoubtedly there were ar- 
guments in those meetings for fellowship, 
and women were taking a very definite 
part in those arguments, questioning, pro- 
testing, trying to show their ability, and 
their freedom, and doing it in an improp- 
er way, and creating confusion, where 
there should have been peace and quiet- 
ness. Someone may quote from another 
letter of Paul, “I permit not a woman to 
teach, nor to have dominion over a man.”’ 
Again, Paul was writing then in view 
of local conditions. He might have writ- 
ten, I suffer not a man to teach by usurp- 
ing authority; for that is the meaning of 
the passage. Here was a meeting for 
fellowship being broken in upon by cer- 
tain women claiming liberty to speak 
with head uncovered. The apostle said 
that kind of thing must cease. They were 
not to be permitted to do that kind of 
thing. If they would learn, that is, if 
they really want to come to understand, 
such disputations in the church are out 
of place, and are not to be permitted. They 
are proper in the home. Let them ask, 
let them inquire, let them hold com- 
munion with their husbands in the fel- 
lowship of the home; but that kind of 
thing is not to be done in the church. 


No Careless Talk 


Evidently there were women in Corinth 
given to careless and contentious talk, 
and that is what Paul was prohibiting. 
Certainly he was not saying that a woman 
had no right to pray or to prophesy in 
the church, because he had already given 
instructions as to how, and under what 
conditions she was to do it. No, some- 
thing else had crept into that fellowship 
meeting, the attitude taken by the women 
who were indulging in contentious, stri- 
dent speech. Such were to keep silence 
there, and to remit the questions and dis- 
cussions to the quietness and fellowship 
of the home. 

—From The Corinthian Letters of Paul. 
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EDITORIAL 


Church Press Study 


Harold Fey's proposed commission on 
the church press (see page 3) deserves 
widespread support. Such an undertak- 
ing, however, would seem to be better 
conceived in larger than denominational 
framework and The Christian Century 
editor appears to have something like this 
in mind. 

He is quite right in stressing the need 
of recognition by churchmen that the 
canons of integrity in secular journalism 
are also valid in church journalism. It 
should be readily understood that for a 
church paper to trim its sails in order 
to get or keep subscribers, to fail to 
report news that some might wish sup- 
pressed, or to refuse to warn against 
observed dangers is as unpardonable as 
for a preacher to stand in his pulpit and 
fail to declare the message that God has 
given him. 

It was no accident that one of our pre- 
decessor papers took its name from the 
passage in Ezekiel 33 which applies to 
preachers and to papers: 

“Son of man, I have made you a watch- 
man for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, vou 
shall give them warning from me. If I 
say to the wicked, O wicked man, you 
shall surely die, and you do not speak 
to warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity. 
but his blood I will require at your 
hand.” 


Trick or Treat Converted 


The dubious Trick-or-Treat routine 
for Hallowe’en is being well converted in 
some localities in a program designed to 
aid the needy among the world’s children. 

Community groups—churches  espe- 
cially—that do not have printed informa- 
tion about this effort will do well to write 
now for the Trick-or-Treat materials 
from this address: Church World Serv- 
ice, 215 4th Ave., NYC 3. 





The Crosby Adams 


The story of a remarkable couple, 
Crosby and Juliet Graves Adams, has 
now been told in 89 pages of a book that 
many people will find valuable and in- 
teresting: House-in-the-Woods. Miss 
Kathleen Lemmon, of Winnsboro, S. C., 
has told the story of this couple, much 
of whose lives centered in Montreat, N. C. 
From their home at Montreat they exer- 
cised an influence that reached far and 
wide. Their life was given to the beau- 
ties of music, along with many good 
social, civic and religious enterprises, 
and their contributions in that field were 
large. The number of piano composi- 
tions by Mrs. Adams listed in the book 
is really astounding. In the field of 
hymnology they also made extensive con- 
tributions. 

Nothing is emphasized in the book, 
however, more than the cordial relations 
which existed between them and many 
friends and acquaintances, and for Out- 
LOOK readers one of the moving passages 
in the book will be a letter written by 
Kenneth J. Foreman (though they never 
knew who the writer was) on behalf of 
a number of unknown friends who sent 
them monthly contributions during the 
latter years of their lives. The last sen- 
tence of the first of the letters says: 

“May the winds of the year blow softly 
upon you, and the tides of the year bring 
into your harbor some craft fraught with 
blessings to those who have sown good by 
many waters!” 

The book seeks to tell the story of at 
least some of the good they did. 


HOUSE-IN-THE-WOODS. Kathleen Lem- 
mon, Winnsboro, S. C. 89 pp., $2.75. 


To Win Nobody 

Charles G. Finney, noted evangelist 
of the past century, evidently had his fill 
of abstract and indefinite preaching. One 
day he wrote out his “Rules for Convert- 
ing Nobody.” Among them were: 

1. Let your supreme motive be popu- 
larity rather than salvation. 

2. Study to please your congregation 
and to make a reputation rather than to 
please God. 

3. Take up popular, passing, and sen- 
sational themes to draw the crowd, and 
avoid essential doctrines of salvation. 

4. Denounce sin in the abstract, but 
pass lightly over sins that prevail in your 
congregation. 

5. Preach on the loveliness of virtue 
and the glory of heaven, but not on the 
sinfulness of sin and the terrors of hell. 

6. Reprove the sins of the absent, but 
make those who are present pleased with 
themselves, so that they will enjoy the 
sermon and not go away with their feel- 
ings hurt. 

7. Make the impression on worldly 
church members that God is too good to 
send anyone to hell, even if there is a 
hell. 

8. Do not rebuke the worldliness of the 


church, but fall in with the amusement 
policy. Instead of meeting for prayer, 
let the people “sit down to eat and drink 
and rise up to play.” 

You would want to phrase some of his 
rules differently today and you might 
also be able to add some. 

What did he call them—oh yes, Rules 
for Converting Nobody. 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Suez and Oil. Our State Department 
has figures showing that four small na- 
tions in the Middle East, including Saudi 
Arabia, have together seven times as great 
oil reserves as the United States. Their 
cost of production is 25-35 cents per 
barrel, compared with our cost of $1.40 
to $2.50. The big problem in the Middle 
East is not the Suez Canal but the 
scramble of the nations for oil, with all 
the dangerous implications of the biggest 
political game that is being played by 
the nations. 

Nasser. We look upon Nasser as an 
irresponsible dictator. Perhaps he is just 
that. But he emerges at a time when the 
whole Arab and Moslem world is thrilled 
by the thought that a great new day is 
dawning as colonialism fades out and its 
victims dare to think of independence. 
This column is informed that people in 
Lebanon hugged each other with joy when 
Nasser told in a broadcast how he had 
shown the door to our ambassador. Nas- 
ser, whatever his quality, may well be 
the catalyst that galvanizes the anti- 
imperalism sentiment of untold millions. 
We so-called Christians in America will 
be blind and stupid if we fail to realize 
that this new sentiment, encouraged by 
Russia and China, is aimed partly at us. 
The church must weigh the Christian 
implications of all this. 

Virginia Steps Backward. “Chief 
Justice Warren put his finger on the main 
principle when he said that segregation 
has ‘a detrimental effect upon the col- 
ored children’ and that it tends to retard 
their ‘educational and mental develop- 
ment.’ This is an issue that Virginia and 
some other states just aren’t meeting— 
intellectually, morally or legally.”—NrEw 
York TIMEs. 

Education at Princeton. It was a 
great day in Princeton when President 
Dodds, on the steps of Nassau Hall, 
made an eloquent plea against “bigness” 
that enables graduates to earn a quick 
dollar. His affirmative plea was for the 
continuance of “a community of scholar- 
ship” where a liberal arts education 
equips men for service to humanity. An 
equally fine note was struck but that 
renowned Scotch Presbyterian leader, 
John Baillie, whose plea was for “a 
philosophy based on service to God.” 
The roots of Presbyterianism run deep in 
Princeton’s history. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














Foo’ 


T 


que: 
Som 
a gl 
wer 
on | 
a cc 
men 
of | 
this 
mac 
by 
was 
yea 
trea 
arr 
one 
the 
1.0€ 
is ¢ 
is | 
affe 
1 
fro 
Fai 
wh 
sta 
wh 
Th 
wh 
bre 
thi: 
do 
a 
wh 
cor 
pre 
me 
ani 
tw 
do 
no 
Wi 
say 


me 
cle 
of 


ent 
yer, 
ink 


his 
ght 


ules 


per 
1.40 
idle 
the 
all 
gest 


by 


s an 
just 
| the 
illed 
y is 
1 its 
nce. 
e in 
vyhen 
had 
Nas- 
1 be 
nti- 
ions. 
will 
alize 
1 by 
t us. 
stian 


*hief 
main 
ation 

col- 
tard 
elop- 
1 and 
ng— 


NEW 


as a 
ident 
Hall, 
ness” 
quick 
wr the 
\olar- 
‘ation 

An 

that 
-ader, 
 —. 
30d.” 


ep in 


OOK 





Footnote to a Perennial Problem 


CAN A BROKEN IDEAL BE MENDED? 


By KENNETH 


HE Presbyterian Church, U.S., is 

now debating, at the Assembly’s re- 
quest, one of the hottest problems of life. 
Some years ago the Assembly yielded to 
a great deal of pressure from many who 
were not satisfied with our church’s stand 
on marriage and divorce and appointed 
a committee to make a report and recom- 
mend changes, if needed, in the Confession 
of Faith, Chapter 26, which deal with 
this particular question. A report was 
made, adopted by the Assembly, rejected 
by the presbyteries. Another committee 
was later appointed, which after two 
years reported to the Assembly at Mon- 
treat last summer, with regret, that it could 
arrive at no complete agreement. Every- 
one in the church should read with care 
the entire report of the committee (OvurT- 
100K, April 16, 23 and 30, 1956) for this 
is a problem that concerns us all. This 
is not merely a preachers’ problem; it 
affects everyone. 

The church is being asked to eliminate 
from chapter 26 of the Confession of 
Faith the last two sections. Let us see 
what this means. The first four sections 
state (a little stiffly and with some detail) 
what the Christian ideal of marriage is. 
The last two sections, as of now, advise 
what to do when that ideal has been 
broken. What the Assembly, following 
this committee, is asking the church to 
do is this: Reaffirm the ideal; but say not 
a word—give no hint nor help—about 
what to do if the ideal is broken. The 
committee gives as its reason for this 
proposal the simple fact that the church, 
meaning both the leaders and the rank 
and file, are not of one mind. The last 
two sections of this chapter on marriage 
do not now represent everybody’s idea; 
no substitute which has yet been offered 
will represent everybody; therefore let us 
say nothing at all. 


HE present writer cannot agree with 

all the points of the committee’s re- 
port. This is not going to be an argu- 
ment; but two points should be made 
clear. One is that the church surely is of 
of one mind about the Christian ideal 
of marriage. A lifetime union of devo- 
tion between one man and one woman in 
mutual self-giving love; this is Christian 
marriage and anything else is less than 
Christian. Here we all agree. The other 
point is that nobody in the church should 
consider that we have solved the problem 
of the broken ideal, whether we accept 
or reject the committee’s (now the As- 
sembly’s) proposal for change. As it 
stands, the Confession gives it as the 
official position of the church that mar- 
riage can be broken by adultery (or by 
wilful and incurable desertion, which is 
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certainly presumptive adultery), and that 
when that break has occurred, the inno- 
cent party has “just occasion” to dissolve 
the contract, and to marry another person 
just “as if the offending party were 
dead.” 

That position does not suit everybody. 
But if the change is adopted, and this 
part of the chapter wiped out, that will 
not suit everybody either. The church 
has a choice here: between an attempt to 
lay down a rule about what to do in a 
particular case of a broken ideal, and a 
refusal to make any statement at all. 
You certainly do not solve a problem by 
shutting your eyes to it! 


HIS marriage-and-divorce problem is 

simply one rather acute form of a 
problem that emerges in life everywhere. 
What can be done about a broken ideal? 
There is no problem about breaking an 
ideal; the flat answer to that is NO. 
But most ideals cannot be maintained by 
one person alone. Living at peace with 
all men, as Paul realized, is not a one- 
man proposition. Living in harmony 
with husband or wife is not a one-person 
proposition, either. The harmony is not 
something given at the beginning of mar- 
riage. It is a harmony to be worked for, 
sacrified for—achieved. But the best 
will on one side may be met by ill will on 
the other. 

Now when the person of goodwill finds 
that a relationship which he or she has 
tried by every means to make or to keep 
ideal, has been broken through no fault 
of his own, there are three things that 
can be done. One is to admit that the 
ideal was a mistake in the first place. 
This is a poor solution—no solution at 
all. It is simple surrender to evil. One 
form of this is to identify the ideal with 
what is possible—giving up the true 
principle of an ideal. A second “solu- 
tion” is to pretend that the ideal has 
never been broken—look the other way, 
shut the eyes to anything unpleasant. Of 
course this is silly. The third way is to 
admit the break, and if possible try again, 
and if not possible, quit. 

In terms of a parable: A man with a 
rifle shoots at a target, and does not hit 
it. Now what? The target is the ideal. 
The marksman can say in disgust that 
shooting at a bull’s eye is nonsense; or 
he can move the target over somewhere 
near where his shot landed. That’s the 
first way. The second way is to go up 
and make a bullet-shaped hole in the 
middle of the target and take credit for 
a perfect shot. The third way is to keep 
on trying, or if that’s not possible (let us 
say in a dust storm) to pack up the rifle 


and go home. 

In terms of marriage: Assuming that 
adultery breaks marriage, and assuming 
that there is an innocent party, what is 
the innocent party to do? “Adjust” to 
the situation? ‘Try to revise one’s ideal 
of marriage so as to make allowance for 
adultery as one does for taste in food? 
Shut one’s eye to the situation, smooth it 
over by refusing to look? Or admit the 
break, first try to mend it in every way 
possible, but if that is not possible, admit 
the break publicly “as if the offending 
party were dead”? 

HE crux of the problem is at this 

point: Does adultery break marriage? 
The present writer agrees strongly with 
the Confession. True marriage does not 
exist without the Christian elements of 
intention, devotion, genuine love, on both 
sides. If, when the couple stood before 
the minister, or for that matter, the justice 
of the peace, and in answer to the ques- 
tion, one had said “I do” but the other 
had said clearly, “Yes, for a year or two,” 
or “Not at all,” the minister or J.P. 
would have stopped the wedding then 
and there. 

Adultery in itself may not break a 
marriage; perhaps it only dramatizes a 
break already there. Indeed, if the de- 
votion had not died, how could the final 
sin be committed? So far as the “guilty 
party” is concerned, he is as dead to the 
marriage as if he had committed suicide. 
On the one hand, adultery is less fatal to 
a marriage than death, for death is per- 
manent, and for all other sins there may 
may be repentance. On the other hand, 
unfaithfulness can kill marriage more 
effectively than death separates two who 
are still devoted, while adultery adver- 
tises the bitter fact that the devotion of 
one has withered. 

But here emerges the other crucial ques- 
tion. Is it possible to forgive one who 
has broken marriage, whether by outright 
act or by perverseness of heart? Assum- 
ing that unfaithfulness breaks marriage, 
is this an unforgivable sin? One can 
express only three thoughts here. One is 
that Jesus listed no sin of man against 
man as beyond forgiveness; a second is 
that on the other hand he never said nor 
implied that forgiveness (whether exer- 
cised by man or God) is possible before 
and without regard to repentance. The 
third thought is that forgiveness may be- 
come easier if the “innocent party” would 
ask, “Am Iso innocent? Has there been 
nothing in me that repelled love? If 
God, who is blameless, can accept those 
who sin and repent, can I pretend that 
I am even more blameless than God ?” 
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Schismatics Continue 
Their Work in Mexico 


Schismatic efforts which bore their 
fruit in Brazil during the past summer 
are at work in Mexico too (OUTLOOK, 
July 30). 

Presbyterians in this country have re- 
cently received letters from one Alberto 
Rosales Perez seeking contributions for 
the building of his church under a letter- 
head titled Iglesia Nacional Presbite- 
riana. 

Mr. Perez is a disciple of Carl Mc- 
Intire of the Bible Presbyterian group in 
this country who has done his best to 
divide the Presbyterian forces in Mexico. 
A small group of dissidents joined Mr. 
Perez in withdrawing from the Presby- 
terian church in Mexico and set up an in- 
dependent denomination which is af- 
filiated with the McIntire movement. 

Now Mr. Perez writes to those who are 
obligated to the supported of the church 
from which he withdrew seeking their 
contributions for his own work, as fol- 
lows: 

“Greetings to you and best wishes, hop- 
ing God Almighty bestows his rich bless- 
ings upon you and yours. 

“As on previous occasions, it is with 
great pleasure that we write you again to 
have you know that due to the great help 
your financial cooperation has given us, 
the realization of our hearts desire is be- 
ing fulfilled. The first half of our church 
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‘Bethlehem,’ on Calle Jose Moran No. 99, 
Tacubaya, D. F., has been finished. We 
cannot but bow our heads in prayer to 
thank our Heavenly Father for this bless- 
ing, since we can now praise and honor 
him there, where we are able to have our 
religious services. 

“Due to the Christian interest you have 
felt and the cooperation given on behalf of 
the spreading of the gospel in Mexico, 
which naturally comes to better the en- 
vironment and moral of our people, we 
come to you again, hoping you are in a 
position to lend us your help with a dona- 
tion, as you have done in the past, to con- 
struct the other half of our beloved church. 

“Any remittance you wish to make 
please send etc. ... 

“We know God will reward you abun- 
dantly for your Christian generosity, for 
which we thank you with anticipation.” 


Covenanters’ Achievements 
Are Commemorated Abroad 


During the past summer many places 
in Scotland—especially in the West— 
held their outdoor conventicles commem- 
orating religious and historic events, par- 
ticularly those associated with the 
Covenanters’ fight for religious freedom 
three hundred years ago. Most impor- 
tant of these services were held at 
Douglas and at Bothwell Brig, both in 
Lanarkshire, with large crowds taking 
part in the services. Other conventicles 
were held in Edinburgh’s Grevfair’s 
Kirkyard, where more than three hun- 
dred years ago, the Solemn League and 
Covenant was signed; in Dalserf Church- 
yard, and in Shottsburn Church. 

At all these conventicles the ministers 
spoke of the need for all Presbyterians to 
uphold the principles of their Covenanter 
forebears and to keep the freedom and 
simple faith for which these men had 
fought. 


American Organizer 

While these celebrations were going on 
in Scotland one of those who made the 
deeds and name of the Covenanters best 
known in this country went to her eternal 
reward. On June 4 Miss Katherine 
Hawes, who started one of the first Pres- 
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byterian youth movements in this coun- 
try, died in Richmond, Va. In 1895 
Miss Hawes began an organization for 
boys in the Second Church of her city 
that was destined to have a far-reaching 
influence. In a few years the move- 
ment had spread across the Southern 
Presbyterian church. By 1902 there were 
64 companies and on its tenth anniversary 
there were 124 companies with 2,400 
members. Eventually the organization 
was to grow into the official youth pro- 
gram of the church, or be absorbed by it, 
in the form of the Westminster League. 

This is how a part of the story is told 
by Dr. Wyndham B. Blanton in his book 
The Making of a Downtown Church 
(John Knox Press) : 


“When Miss Hawes returned from Miss 
Ely’s school in New York and was offered 
a class of boys or a class of girls in the 
Second church sunday school, she unhesi- 
tatingly chose the boys. Her choice was 
made not only because she sensed her 
talents would lie in their direction, but 
also because she observed the scarcity of 
boys and the crying need for work among 
those few. Her class of youngsters, eight. 
nine and ten years old, was soon captivated 
by the friendly Friday afternoon meetings 
arranged for them at her house at Fifth 
and Franklin, where games and music 
suited to their ages satisfied social urges 
hitherto unmet. By December, interest 
had increased to a point where Sunday 
afternoon meetings could be added to the 
program, some fifteen boys assembling in 
the primary room of the Sunday school for 
religious song services. ... 

“The story of these noble Scottish 
Covenanters was just the story to win the 
minds and hearts of these boys. They 
quickly knew it by heart in all its details. 
They learned that Charles I had tried to 
make the Scottish people conform to the 
English church and had attempted to force 
upon them the Anglican prayer book. They 
knew that in 1637 a sizeable Scottish 
army, led by a veteran of the Thirty Years 
War, helped by civil conflict in England 
and the victories of Oliver Cromwell. 
saved for a time those who had signed in 
blood the Solemn League and Covenant 
to protect their right to worship as they 
pleased. They knew that the real test of 
strength and loyalty came in 1660 when 
Charles II, faithless heir to the Stuart 
throne, renounced his own signature to 
the Solemn League and Covenant and 
sent into Scotland soldiers as fanatical 
and as merciless as the Nazis of our 
own time. They knew that the determined 
Scottish Presbyterians, now calling them- 
selves Covenanters, went underground, if 
retreats to caves in the wild mountainsides 
of Scotland can be so called. They knew 
they were hunted like the wild stag for 
eight long years, tortured when caught, 
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and slain by the thousands. They knew 
that Greyfrairs Churchyard, Solway Firth, 
and countless other sacred spots, wit- 
nessed their courage and unbreakable will 
as they saved Scotland for Presbyterianism 
unti] William and Mary succeeded James 
II on the English throne, passed the Tol- 
eration Act of 1689, and enabled the 
Church of Scotland to establish again its 
dominance over fen and feather.” 


Debt of Gratitude 


Under this kind of inspiration the 
Covenanters developed their program 
with a full measure of service opportuni- 
ties, physical exercise and competition, 
the study of missions at home and abroad, 
a great deal of singing, the organization 
of a fife and drum corps and orchestra, 
and marching, marching, marching in 
parades on all kinds of occasions. In 
his comment on the development Dr. 
Blanton gives this evaluation: 


“The Covenanter, grown old, tries in 
vain to acknowledge his debt adequately. 
... He can wonder if any church or any 
Christian worker could have done more to 
so many. He marvels that the aliey and 
street corner were gladly exchanged for 
the service of God and country. He ac- 
knowledges that leadership was developed, 
with a civic and churchly value, as the 
virtue and valor and romanticism of all 
Christendom were made to come alive 
before him.” 


Church Women Protest 
Firing of Officer 


OcaLa, Fia. (RNS)—Leaders of the 
United Church Women of Florida called 
upon the Madison County Commission 
to reconsider its stand in asking the state 
to discharge a health officer who lunched 
with a Negro nurse. The women said 
they were “shocked” at the Commission’s 
action. 

Commissioners had asked the State 
Board of Health to discharge Dr. Deb- 
orah Coggins, 32, who serves three North 
Florida counties. 

The church women, at a leadership 
training institute here, adopted a resolu- 
tion saying, “It is unthinkable that a doc- 
tor would not have the right to meet her 
staff for consultation where and when she 
thinks it wise.” 

“We feel that such actions as are sought 
here endangers the freedom of our own 
organization and all other organizations,” 
the group said. “Such intolerance in free 
America threatens our human rights.” 
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“The Messiah” to Be 
Presented in 70 Areas 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—The 10th an- 
nual simultaneous presentation of Han- 
del’s oratorio, ‘The Messiah,” will be 
given in a record 70 areas on Dec. 2, 
according to Gordon Bachlund, director 
of the Los Angeles Church Federation’s 
Music Commission. 

The unique series, only one of its kind 
in the country, was begun after the last 
war and has grown steadily since. 

For the first time, the oratorio will be 
sung this year in Arizona, under the aus- 
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pices of the commission and a group of 
Phoenix churches. For the second year, 
it will be offered at Las Vegas, Nev. 

In California, “The Messiah” will be 
presented from Merced south to the Mex- 
ican border, and from the coast inland 
to San Bernardino. 

More than 4,000 singers will take part 
and 100,000 persons may hear it. 
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ECUMENICAL CONVERSATION 8 


Consensus in Faith 


The first step 

Most churches recognize that genuine 
unity must be based on a measure of 
agreement in doctrine. They must ask 
themselves how large a measure of agree- 
ment is necessary. What kind of con- 
sensus? North American churches have 
before them the example of the churches 
(more than 30) which are growing to- 
gether in the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan). In October 1954 the 
Kyodan adopted this Confession of 
Faith: 

We believe and confess: 

The Old and New Testaments, inspired 
of God, testify to Christ, reveal the truth 
of the Gospel and are the sole Canon upon 
which the Church should depend. Thus 
the Holy Bible, being the Word of God, 
by the Holy Spirit gives us perfect knowl- 
edge of God and salvation, and is the un- 
erring standard of faith and life. 

The One God, revealed by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and testified to in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, being Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
is the triune God. The Son, who became 
man for the salvation of us sinners, was 
crucified and made our redemption by 
offering Himself to God as the perfect sac- 
rifice. ... 

By His grace God chooses us and justi- 
fies us, forgiving our sins only through 
faith in Christ. In this unchangeable 
grace the Holy Spirit accomplishes His 
work by sanctifying us and making us 
bear the fruits of righteousness. 

The Church is the Body of Christ, the 
Lord, and is the congregation of those who 
are called by grace. The Church maintains 
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public worship, preaches the Gospel aright, 
administers the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, and being diligent 
in works of love, waits for the return of 
the Lord. 

Thus believing, we join the saints of 
ages in confessing the Apostles’ Creed: 
(Here the Apostles’ Creed follows.) 


Discussion: Would your church accept 
such a Confession? Does it already use 
the Apostles’ Creed? How many churches 
in your locality would be in essential 
agreement with the Kyodan? Is your 
church represented in the Kyodan? Where 
lie the dangers and advantages of a Con- 
fession like this? 


The Second Step 


Even though there should be a broad 
consensus among separate churches in 
the realm of faith, there is a vigorous 
debate over the problem of when this 
consensus should be made effective. Must 
a single confession of faith be adopted 
before churches can move toward closer 
unity, or should this be their goal after 
they have had the advantage of working 
together? Note two opposing tenden- 
cies: 

1. “... propositional revelation presents 
minimal prerequisites for a fellowship of 
Christians. These are creedal and experi- 
ential. The creeds express the biblical 
revelation concerning God, man, redemp- 
tion, judgment and life. Minimal creedal 
requirements of unity should not be dis- 
regarded. The oldest and universally ac- 
cepted creedal statement is the so-called 
Apostles’ Creed. Greater latitudinarian- 
ism in creed seems an unnecessary sur- 
render to non-Christian elements in the 
search for unity of organization.” (Harold 
John Ockenga) 

2. “The doctrinal differences which for- 
merly existed between the denominations 
are now embraced in the denominations 
themselves. In this degree our denomina- 
tions are themselves becoming ecumeni- 
eal! If a denomination can embrace a 
considerable variety of differences on tra- 
ditionally controversial subjects, and also 
certain innovating interpretations of mod- 
ern thought on things both old and new, 
is it not about ready to go into a united 
church? My answer is that it would be 
more at home in the united church than 
to continue living with itself!. . . The 
united church would openly embrace these 
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various confessions of faith without stand- 
ardizing any formulation or stereotype. 
Thus the major cause of schism would be 
removed.” (Charles Clayton Morrison) 

Discussion: This group should be in- 
vited to answer two central questions: 
What articles of faith would you demand 
as necessary before you would approve 
a fuller unity among churches? 

What degree of freedom and diversity 
in doctrine would you demand before you 
would accept this fuller unity? 


The third step 

The discussion of essential doctrines 
often leads into a deadlock, where no 
compromise seems possible between those 
who insist on conformity and those who 
demand freedom. Sometimes this dead- 
lock forces Christians to ask if they are 
thinking about doctrines in the wrong 
way: What is the truth to which our 
doctrines point? 

“The Truth is personal; it is Jesus 
Christ. A person may possess him and 
yet hold certain erroneous views regard- 
ing various aspects of Christians doctrine. 
On the other hand, a person may hold all 
the correct views—be perfectly orthodox 
—and yet be far removed from the Truth. 

. Faith is not the holding of correct 
doctrines, but personal fellowship with 
God in Christ. William Temple wrote: 
‘Correct doctrine will both express this, 
assist it and issue from it; incorrect doc- 
trine will misrepresent this and hinder or 
prevent it. Doctrine is of an importance 
too great to be exaggerated, but its place 
is secondary, not primary. I do not be- 
lieve in any creed, but I use certain 
creeds to express, to conserve, and to 
deepen my faith in God.” (Harry Dean) 


Discussion: Does the citation above 
suggest a position on which the group 
can agree? Does it perhaps offer the 
basis on which variations in doctrine can 
be accepted in mutual allegiance to “God 
in Christ”? Should conflicts over doc- 
trines blind us to the power of Christ’s 
love to unite us? Can we grant that those 
who oppose doctrines we cherish may be 
as deeply loyal to Jesus Christ as we are? 
Readings 

Bilheimer, Newbigin, Morrison, Ber- 
gendoff. 

Projects 

1. A comparison of the creedal formu- 
las now being used by the churches of 
your town (a) in the liturgy, (b) in bap- 
tismal ceremonies, (c) at the Lord’s 
Supper, (d) in hymns and prayers. 

2. By polling members of the various 
congregations in your town, test the ac- 
curacy of the statement that the doctrinal 
differences within each denomination are 
as great as those between one denomina- 
tion and the others. 
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Psalm 23. Sunday School Lesson for October 28, 1956 


We study this week the best known and 
the best beloved of all the psalms, and 
one of the best beloved of all the passages 
in the Bible, better known, it is probable, 
than any other portion of the Bible, save 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

The inscription at the head of the 
psalm, not itself a portion of Scripture, 
includes it among the psalms of David. 
Modern scholars, however, are inclined 
to doubt the Davidic authorship. It is 
not likely, for example, that David would 
have said, “I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever,” (verse 6) when the 
house of the Lord was not yet erected. 
Many will continue to accept the tradi- 
tional view, believing that the psalm 
grew out of David’s own experience, but 
all of us will recognize that the value of 
the psalm does not depend on its author- 
ship. 

As Dr. Edward Hastings says: 

“There is probably no utterance of He- 
brew piety that would be so generally 
accepted as the purest expression of the 
essence of religious sentiment as the 23rd 
Psalm. Its words, which a child can 
commit to memory, are few and simple, 
but they cover a depth of meaning which 
the meditations of the philosophers and 
saints fail to exhaust.” 

Dr. A. F. Kirkpatrick adds: 

“The psalm is unrivalled for calm 
serenity and perfect faith. Under Jeho- 
vah’s loving care the psalmist knows 
neither want nor fear. His words admit 
of the most universal application to all 
needs, temporal and spiritual, in every 
stage. Their meaning grows in depth as 
the love of God is more fully revealed 
through the teaching of the Spirit in the 
experience of life.” 

It seems quite hopeless to attempt the 
exposition of such a psalm, so simple and 
yet so rich. It may help us, however, to 
note that it falls into three parts, each 
part consisting of two verses, and each 
section setting before us a different scene. 
The first scene is the bright green pas- 
ture, where the sheep are at rest; the sec- 
ond is the dark and dangerous valley; 
and the third, where the feast is spread, 
is the royal palace. In the first scene 
God is pictured as a shepherd, who pro- 
vides for the need of the flock; in the 
second as a guide, who leads the traveler 
safely through every danger; and in the 
third as a host, who offers every mark 
of hospitality to his friend. God then 
is presented as shepherd, guide and 
friend. And corresponding to this three- 
fold picture is a threefold testimony. 
God is shepherd, he provides for his 
flock, therefore, ‘‘I shall not want.” God 
Is guide, he leads in the right paths, 
therefore, “I fear no evil.” God is a 
friend and host, therefore, “I shall dwell 
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in the house of the Lord for ever.” Has- 
tings suggests that these three pictures 
correspond to three stages in the psalm- 
ist’s life: youth, middle age and old age. 
The psalm as a whole presents his ever 
enlarging knowledge of God, as he jour- 
neys along the way of life. 


1. God Provides, vss. 1-3a 


The representation of God as shepherd 
was natural in a pastoral country like 
Palestine. To understand all the force 
of the image we must remember what the 
Syrian shepherd was, how very unlike 
our modern shepherd. Says Robertson: 


“Beneath the burning skies and the 
clear starry night of Palestine, there grows 
up between the shepherd and his flock a 
union of attachment and tenderness. It 
is the country where at any moment sheep 
are liable to be swept away by some moun- 
tain torrent or carried off by hill-robbers 
or torn by wolves. At any moment their 
protector may have to save them by per- 
sonal hazard.” 


As Perowne points out: 


“It is the country of long scorching sum- 
mer days and intense and parching 
drought, when the fresh herbage and the 
living stream are beyond all price and the 
shepherd’s care and skill must be taxed 
to provide for his flock.” 


It is the shepherd’s provision for his 
flock, for each individual member of it, 
that is in evidence here, and that leads 
to the psalmist’s first great affirmation: 
“T shall not want,” or perhaps as some 
would render it, “cannot want”—describ- 
ing not only the present experience, but 
expressing confidence also for all time 
to come. The good shepherd provides 
for every need of his flock. Spurgeon 
comments: 


“The last clause of this verse is an in- 
ference from the first statement. I might 
want otherwise; but when the Lord is my 
shepherd he is able to supply my needs 
and he is certainly willing to do so, for 
his heart is full of love. Does he not feed 
the ravens and cause the lilies to grow? 
How then can he leave his children to 
starve?” 


Is the Psalmist speaking here of ma- 
terial wants or spiritual wants? Both, it 
may be, but experience makes it clear 
that it is more applicable to our spiritual 
wants. As Spurgeon continues: 


“IT shall not want for spiritual things, 
for I know his grace will be sufficient 
for me. I may not possess all that I wish 
for, but I shall not want. It is not only. 
‘I do not want,’ but ‘I shall not want.’ 
Old age with its feebleness shall not bring 
me any lack, and even death with its 
gloom shall not find me desolate. The 
wicked always want, but the righteous 
never; a sinner’s heart is far from satis- 
faction, but a gracious spirit dwells in the 
place of content.” 


The needs of the sheep can be reduced 
to three: pasture, water and rest. In the 
Abingdon Bible Commentary, Dr. Les- 
lie says: 

“To find these together is not easy in 
Palestine. But the shepherd knows where 
to find the ‘fresh shoots of green grass’ 
where he may let the sheep graze and lie 
down (2a). He knows how to lead the 
flock along the current of the torrential 
mountain waddies, until he finds a clear, 
placid pool of still water, ie., waters of 
quietness, where the sheep may drink 
with comfort and safety (2b) and find the 
refreshment that re-creates and restores 
(3a).” 

Grass is short-lived under the eastern 
sun, fresh patches of herbage have to be 
sought daily; to stand still would be to 
lose the flock. The phrase, ‘‘He makes 
me lie down in green [grassy] pastures,” 
suggests both rest and abundance. It 
will be remembered of course that the 
eastern shepherd never drives but always 
leads his sheep, and that in the East the 
sheep require water daily, owing to the 
heat and dryness of the climate. The 
expression, “he restores my soul,’ means 
that he renews and sustains my strength 
with rest and nourishment. 

David A. MacLennan reminds us: 

“Centuries have elapsed since a shep- 
herd with the soul of a seer declared, ‘He 
restoreth my soul.’ He expressed an es- 
sential human need which our machine 
age has accentuated. To use the idiom 
of our generation, we accelerate the engine 
with ease; we find it difficult to ‘idle’ the 
overtaxed motor. From the realm of 
science we derive power for many things, 
but for inner resources to endure bravely, 
serve tirelessly and live gallantly we must 
enter by ‘the little postern gate’ of prayer 
and meditation into ‘the Fatherland of the 
soul.’ 

“Kirby Page describes eleven pathways 
to the Presence which, if a man walks, 
he will know inward renewal and rein- 
forcement. Listening to beautiful music, 
waiting humbly in the antechambers of the 
Mighty amid the loveliness of Nature, wor- 
shipping in a temple of sculptured piety— 
who has not felt the breathings of the 
Everlasting within the soul in such ex- 
perience? ‘Roses and sunsets, songs and 
symphonies, essays and poems are also 
means of grace.’ Supremely spiritual fel- 
lowship with Jesus confers something of 
His own illimitable power and renewing 
grace. Ever accessible, ‘He restoreth my 
soul.’” (The Upward Look, edited by 
Harold Garnet Black, Houghton-Mifflin 
Co.) 


Carried over into the spiritual life, 
then, this first section means that God 
provides for every vital need of the soul, 
rest from the toils, the dangers and the 
sorrows of life and strength for its duties. 
“The Lord is my shepherd, therefore I 
shall not want.” 


Il. God Guides, vss. 3b-4 


God not only provides food and rest, 
he also guides. We have the word 
‘“Jeads” in verse 2, but the word in verse 
3 is a different word in the Hebrew, and 
this latter word was rightly translated 
in the American Standard version as 
“guides.” ‘The “leads” in verse 2 refers 
to the shepherd going before the sheep 
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that he may bring them to a place of rest 
and refreshment. The “guides” of verse 
3 tells what happens when the sheep 
have left the green pastures and are trav- 
eling on the weary road with its heat and 
dust. Maclaren comments: 


“The Psalmist had learned the purpose 
of repose and refreshment which, in all 
the regions of life, are intended to pre- 
pare for tasks and marches.” 


As Leslie paraphrases: 


“The shepherd leads his sheep in ‘right 
tracks’ (3b), in trails that lead some- 
where, for the shepherd knows the paths 
over rocky highland and open valley and 
his reputation [name] as a shepherd is 
at stake (3b; cf. Jeremiah 14:7; Ezekiel 
20:9). When the sun is sinking and the 
deep shadows fall upon the valley and 
gorges, bringing peril of attack from wild 
animals or robbers, the sheep are not 
afraid. There is their guardian with his 
club (rod) heavily nailed at the end and 
with his staff, with which he beats down 
leaves for the sheep. With such protec- 
tion the sheep are made comfortable.” 
(The Psalms by Elmer O. Leslie, Abing- 
don Press) 


The “righteousness” in 3b is the right- 
eousness of God, not of the psalmist; the 
paths which God assigns because of his 
righteousness; right paths or safe paths, 
we might say. But such paths for men 
will be paths of righteousness. This 
point is stressed by Wilbur M. Smith: 


“Paths are the places where we walk to 
get from one place to another, and in the 
spiritual life, of which the psalmist is 
here speaking, the word ‘path’ is a very 
simple, easily understood symbol of one’s 
conduct, the manner of one’s life, de- 
termined by the things that he does, and 
the things he does not do. Some paths lead 
to destruction; other paths lead to glory. 
Some paths are the ways of iniquity, but 
the paths in which the psalmist has al- 
ways been led by the Lord are those of 
righteousness, that is, paths where every- 
thing done is right in the sight of God, 
conformable to God’s commandments, and 
statutes, and consequently a benediction 
and blessing to others.” 


The valley of the shadow of death is 
properly according to the Hebrew “the 


valley of deep darkness” (as in the Rsv 
margin), the reference being simply to 
one of those dark ravines which abound 
in Palestine, in which wild beasts and 
other dangers often threaten. Death is 
one of those dangers that lurk in the 
shadows, but there are many others. It 
is all such dangers that the psalmist has 
in mind, and particularly it may be the 
danger of the unknown. 


“A famous aviator who has faced death 
many times and in many ways states that 
it is only the unknown that frightens men. 
The Psalmist walks through the unknown 
valley, but he has no fear because the 
Known Person is beside him. 

“The Known Person delivers one from 
the fear of the unknown. The classic il- 
lustration of this comes from the life of 
David Livingstone; when facing unknown 
and terrible dangers he placed his finger 
upon Christ’s promise to be with him, 
realized his presence and wrote in his 
diary, ‘I feel quite calm now, thank God.’ 

“Unknown days are ahead of us, un- 
known tribulations, unknown sorrows, 
joys, losses, gains, successes, failures. 
There are unknown heights and depths 
ahead. We have shuddered before run- 
ning into storm. We have trembled at the 
lightning flash ahead. Some of us have 
seen the shells breaking on the road be- 
fore us. We have experienced blackouts. 
Whatever happens there is a Known Per- 
son who walks with us within the experi- 
ence. His presence is the secret of our 
poise, our courage, our peace. ‘Yea, even 
if we walk through the valley of the 
shadows of death we shall fear no evil.’” 
(M. K. W. Heicher, Meditations for Days 
and Seasons, Harper and Brothers) 


This shepherd care of God, let us note, 
is grounded in his very nature. “For 
his name’s sake” (vs. 3b) )means that 
God’s honor is at stake in caring for his 
own. The good shepherd will not be false 
to himself. 


In “pastures green”? Not always; some- 
times he 

Who knoweth best, in kindness leadeth me 

In weary ways, where heavy shadows be. 


And by “still waters”? No, not always so; 

Oft times the heavy tempests round me 
blow, 

And o’er my soul the waves and billows go. 
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But when the storm beats loudest, and [ 


cry 
Aloud for help, the Master standeth by, 
And whispers to my soul, “Lo, it is I.” 


So, where he leads me, I can safely go, 
And in the blest hereafter I shall know, 
Why, in his wisdom, he hath led me so. 


(Author unknown, quoted in Master- 
pieces of Religious Verse, edited by J. 
D. Morrison, Harper and Brothers.) 


Ill. God Blesses, vss. 5-6 


In these two verses the figure changes. 
God becomes a host who bountifully en- 
tertains the psalmist at his table and pro- 
vides him with a lodging in his own 
house, as Oriental monarchs entertained 
those to whom they wished to show spe- 
cial favor. 

In the Orient to eat at a man’s table 
meant to be under his protection. What 
gives particular zest to this picture then 
is the fact that the host offers him his 
hospitality in the presence of his ene- 
mies. As Maclaren indicates, this is 
a more signal token of care and power 
than the green pastures are. The anoint- 
ing refers to the unguents and perfumes 
which were the regular accompaniment 
of an Oriental banquet. A cup brim- 
ming over is handed him. Kirkpatrick 
comments: ‘Jehovah is no niggard host, 
like the Pharisee (Luke 7:46). He pro- 
vides for the joys as well as the necessi- 
ties of life.” 

“Surely” might be better translated as 
in the Rsv margin, “only.” Nothing but 
goodness and mercy shall follow me. In 
other words, there will be no pursuit by 
the enemy mentioned in Sa. The psalm- 
ist, as he goes on his way, is conscious 
of a beneficent following. God’s good- 
ness and mercy follow his footsteps, per- 
petually assuring him of safety. The 
last clause seems to mean that “I will 
return to dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever”—literally, for length of days. 
The words are to be understood figura- 
tively, not literally. He is not thinking 
of perpetual residence in the temple, but 
perpetual fellowship with God. The 
psalmist was thinking, it may be, only of 
the divine fellowship in this life. The 
Christian, with his fuller revelation will 
think of the eternal mansions, which the 
Lord has prepared for his true disciples. 
The whole psalm means more to us in 
fact because we have the words of Jesus, 
“T am the good shepherd” and we are able 
to read it in the light of the New Cov- 
enant. For the psalmist God as shep- 
herd provides, guides and blesses. But 
Jesus goes a step further, “I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). 


For Further Consideration 

How are our wants supplied in Jesus? 
Take up the statements of the 23rd psalm 
in order and tell in your own words what 
thev describe in the experience of modern 
Christians. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divt- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches, Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE OLD TESTAMENT SINCE THE REF- 
ORMATION. By Emil Kraeling. Harper and 
Bros.; New York. 320 pp., $5.00. 

This book could be adequately re- 
viewed only by a scholar who is an ex- 
pert in the Old Testament field. How- 
ever, it could possibly be helpful to aver- 
age pastors to get the reaction of one of 
their own number to a work of this kind. 
The present reviewer found it to be one 
of the most stimulating and provocative 
volumes it has been his privilege to read 
since seminary days. 

The breadth of the author’s knowledge 
of his subject is almost awe-inspiring. A 
Lutheran clergyman for many years and 
a professor at Columbia University and 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
he gives us here the gist of a life time of 
study. Literally hundreds of books are 
referred to, and a large number of them 
summarized and criticized. Not the least 
valuable part is found in the comments 
about great scholars included in the notes, 
together with frank appraisals of the 
enduring value of the work of scores of 
men. Referred to in detail are not only 
the classical theologians and Biblical 
scholars, but also more recent ones such 
as Peake, G. Adam Smith, Gunkel, 
Barth, Brunner, Otto, Tillich, Eissfeldt, 
Bewer, Bultmann, Ejichrodt, Albright, 
Rowley, Wright, and others. 

Dr. Pfeiffer of Harvard gives high 
praise to the book in a blurb on the dust 
jacket: 

“Whoever wishes to know how the Old 
Testament has fared in the hands of pious 
believers and scholars, theologians and 
historians, churchmen and critics, should 
read this admirable volume; it is better 
than the hundreds of volumes quoted 
therein.” 

It is likely that many working pastors 
have not given adequate attention to the 
re-adjustment that needs to be made by 
all Bible students, preachers, and teach- 
ers (except those who, ostrich-like, are 
complacently and often belligerently rest- 
ing in an obscurantist position) to 
changed views of the composition of 
Scripture brought about by historical and 
critical studies. One of the practical 
values of Kraeling’s survey of the sweep 
of Old Testament scholarship since pre- 
critical days is that it indicates the pos- 
sibility of sane and even conservative 
conclusions about the authority of the 
Old Testament while still allowing place 
for the assured results of much scholarly 
research. 

Some readers will doubtless be dis- 
turbed and alarmed by much that is dis- 
cussed here, but many others will find 
it a mine of invaluable information to 
help them re-interpret to our modern, 
scientific generation the Word of God 
as it “is contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments.” 

J. Matcotm Murcuison. 
Concord, N. C. 


OCTOBER 15, 1956 








BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Living of These Days. Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4. 

Dimensions of Character. Ernest M. 
Ligon. Macmillan Co., N. Y. $6.50. 

The Religious Bodies of America. 
Mayer. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis. $8.50. 

Jesus Christ the Risen Lord. Floyd V. 
Filson. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $4. 

The Unadjusted Man. Peter Viereck. 
Beacon Press, Boston. $5. 

Human Footprints on the Divine High- 
road. Milton Charles Lutz. Christopher 
Publishing House, Boston. $2.50. 

The Way of Jesus. Charles 
Park. Beacon Press, Boston. $2. 

Billy Graham. Stanley High. 
Hill Book Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.95. 

The Empress Josephine. Marguerite 
Vance. E. P. Dutton Co., N, Y. $2.75. 

The Christian Man. William Hamilton. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $1. 

Believing in God. Daniel Jenkins. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. $1. 

The Dead Sea Scriptures. English Trans- 
lation. Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $4, 
cloth. 95¢, paper. 

The Interpreter’s Bible—Vol. 6. 
tations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 12 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $8.75. 

Surprise for Robin. Jeanette Perkins 





F. E. 


Edwards 


McGraw- 


Lamen- 
Prophets. 


Brown. Friendship Press, N. Y. $1.25, 
cloth. 75¢, paper. 
Deedee’s Holiday. Jeanette Perkins 
Brown. Friendship Press, N. Y. $1.25, 
cloth. 75¢, paper. 


Juan and Juanita. Sara G. Klein. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. $1.25, cloth. 75¢, paper. 

House in the Woods. Kathleen Lemmon. 
Inland Press, Inc., Asheville, N. C. $2.75. 

The Shadow of Heaven. James Henley 
Caligan. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.95. 


Four Seasonable Bouquets. Otto L. 
Schreiber. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living. 
Jeremy Taylor. World Publishing Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio. $1.50. 

From Brahma to Christ. Lakshmibal 
Tilak. Association Press, N. Y. $1.25. 

Beginning from Jerusalem. John Fos- 
ter. Association Press, N. Y. $1.25. 

Did Jesus Rise From the Dead? James 
Martin. Association Press, N. Y. $1.25. 

Jesus and His People. Paul Minear. As- 
sociation Press, N. Y. $1.25. 

Christology and Myth in the New Testa- 
ment. Geraint Vaughan Jones. Harper & 
Bros., N. Y. $4.50. 

A Living Faith for Today. Ernest Gor- 
don. Coward-McCann, Inc., N. Y. $3.75. 

A Path Through Genesis. Bruce Vawter. 
Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $4. 

All the Way to Heaven. Helen Caldwell 
Day. Sheed & Ward, N. Y. $2.75. 

Parents’ Privilege. Marion O. Lerrigo 
& Helen Southard, E. P. Dutton & Co., N. 
Y. $2. 

A Story About You. 
& Helen Southard. 
NW. ¥.. $3, 

What’s Happening to Me? 
Lerrigo & Helen Southard. 
& Co.,N. Y. $2. 

Sex Facts and Attitudes, Marion O. Ler- 
rigo & Helen Southard. E. P. Dutton & 
Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Learning About Love. 
& Helen Southard. 
N.Y. $2. 

Not By Might. One-act Play. Archie 
Crouch, Friendship Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

Four Playettes. Margaret Applegarth, 
Dorothy T. Daily, Betsy S. Wolfe. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

It Happened This Way. Frances Nall. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. $1.25, 
paper. 


Marion O. Lerrigo 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 


Marion 0O. 
E. P. Dutton 


Marion O. Lerrigo 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 





Billy 


What manner of man is 
this handsome revivalist who 
has preached face to face to 
more spiritually-hungry mil- 
lions. than any other Chris- 
tian evangelist? In this frank 
and - objective biography, 
Stanley High tells the dra- 
matic story of how, against 
great odds, Billy Graham be- 


fabulous 
personal 





Presbyterian Book Stores 
Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga. 





Send copies of Billy Grabam @ $3.95 
(C0 charge 
Name 
Address 
City & State 


i 
0 cash 


The complete, authentic biography of 


Graham 


By STANLEY HIGH 


came a preacher, together 
with detailed accounts of his 
crusades, moving 
testimonies 
converts, criticism from op- 
ponents, home life anecdotes 
—combining to create the 
first complete portrait of this 
amazing religtous phenome- 
non of our time. 
















from 


$3.95 


15 





~ ee © ~ 


- 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

David V. Pittinger, formerly of Dallas, 
Texas, is now at 125 College St., Sulphur 
Springs, Texas. 

W. E. Harrop, for eleven years home 
missions executive of the Synod of West 
Virginia, is now serving the recently 
organized Yorkminster Church, Grafton, 
Va. 

Frederick C. Maier from Philadelphia, 
Pa., to 477 Lynbrooke Rd., Springfield, 
Pa. 

W. O. Harris from Petersburg, Ind., to 
201 Brown Hall, Princeton Seminary, 
Princeton, N. J., where he is taking a 
year’s graduate work in theology. 

Stephen J. Sloop from Decatur, Ga., to 
Caixa Postal, Unai, Minas Gerais, Brazil. 

Turney B. Roddy from Memphis, Tenn., 
to the Wayside church, Rt. 1, Signal 
Mountain, Tenn. 

Louis Balint, from New Brunswick, N. 
J., to 1914 Capetown Ave., Los Angeles 
32, Calif. 

Roy P. Morris, from Murray, Nebr., 
to 1203 E. Washington St., Washington, 
lowa. 

William L. Woodall, formerly of Bir- 
mingham, Ala., is now at Route 1, Box 
3363, Vienna, Ohio. 

Dwight Seneker, from Kansas City, 
Mo., to the First church, 519 W. Franklin 
Ave., Liberty, Mo. 

William W. Fletcher, formerly of Wood- 
bury, Tenn., has become pastor of the 
Belle, W. Va., church. 

Edward D. Robertson, formerly of Port 
Lavaca, Texas, is now serving the Wil- 
shire Church, 1507 Wilshire Blvd., Austin, 
Texas. 

Paul E. Bailey, from Reid, W. Va., to 
Prenter, W. Va., 

Joseph L. Rigell, formerly of Hope- 
well, N. J., is now serving at the McKim 
Center, 1120 E. Baltimore St., Baltimore 
2, Md. 

James B. Reaves, from Decatur, Ga. to 
Route 8, Box 63-B, Charlotte, N. C. 

Thomas J. Moranville, from Winifrede, 
W. Va., to the Edgar, Nebr., and Ruskin 
churches. 

W. W. Pharr, who has served the Mt. 
Hope, W. Va., church for 37 years, has 
requested dissolution of the pastoral re- 
lationship as of Oct. 31 and he will be 
honorably retired Dec. 31. 

John M. Reagan, formerly of Fair Hope, 
Ala., an appointee of World Missions, is 
now at 145 S. Ridge St., Southern Pines, 
N. C. 

Charles W. Bridges, Jr., formerly of 
Moorefield, W. Va., is now pastor of the 
Sattes Church, 1444 Sattes Circle, Nitro, 
W. Va. 

Daniel E. Norman, from Tarboro, N. C., 
to Bunnlevel, N. C. 

David NcNab Morrison, who is teach- 
ing at Erskine College, has been dis- 
missed by South Carolina Presbytery to 
the Second Associate Reformed Pres- 
bytery. 
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W. C. Mellor, formerly of Orlando, Fla., 
is now in St. Petersburg, Fla., where he is 
beginning a new work for the USA 
church. 

John MacEachern, from Columbia, S. 
C., to 305 N. Main St., Bishopville, S. C. 

Harry L. Johnson, from Overton, Texas, 
to the First church, Bonham, Texas, 816 
N. Main St. 

E. O. Harrell, Jr., from Denton, Texas, 
to the St. Paul church, 1225 Laurel St., 
Odessa, Texas. 

John G. Harrison, from Austin, Texas, 
to director of Campus Christian Life, 
East Lansing, Mich. 

E. H. Gartrell, Jr., missionary, is at 
Caixa Postal 111, Ceres, C.A.N.G., Est de 
Goias, Brazil. 

Edgar G. Gammon, from Richmond, Va., 
to 1909 Langdon Rd., S. W., Roanoke, Va. 

Carlisle D. Lloyd has resigned as pastor 
of the Oakland Avenue church, Columbia, 
S. C., for reasons of health. He is con- 
tinuing to make his home at 5504 Weston 
Ave., Columbia. 

Albert T. Dickson has retired as pastor 
of the Buffalo church, Greensboro, N. C., 
and. is living at Plumtree, N. C. 

Charles DeSanto, formerly of Whitsett, 
N. C., now serves the Blacknall Memorial 
church, 2038 Englewood Ave., Durham, 
x. 2, 

W. A. Dealey, who studied last year 
in New York, is now at 3524 Dickerson 
Ave., Dallas 19, Texas, where he is lead- 
ing in the development of a new church 
at Churchill Way & Preston Rd., Dallas. 

Marlin B. Curry, chaplain in the armed 
services, has returned from the Far East 
and is at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. Washington, D. C. 

Edward L. Beall, formerly of Memphis. 
Mo., is now studying at the Iliff School 
of Theology, 2201 S. University Blvd., 
Denver 10, Colo. 

William C. Sistar, formerly president 
of Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, Miss.. 
has become director of the child care 
program of the Synod of Louisiana. He 
is living in Baton Rouge. 

C. Robert Tapp, who was pastor of the 
First church, Seneca, S. C., is now serving 
as superintendent of the Presbyterian 
Home of South Carolina at Summerville. 

D. Grier Woody, who has been pastor 
of Westminster Church, Louisville, Ky., 
has transferred from the USA church to 
the U. S. and is now pastor of the Roberts 
church, Route 4, Anderson, S. C. 

Edsel M. Huffstetler, from North Bel- 
mont, N. C., to St. Pauls church, Chester, 
s. C. 

Paul A. Horne, formerly of Fayette- 
ville, N. C., has become pastor of the 
Wade and Douglas churches, Lancaster, 
S.. €. 

Edmund W. Tratebas, from Fulton, Mo., 
to 607 Mayes Pl., Columbia, Tenn. 

Donald R. Hopkins, formerly of S. Fort 
Mitchell, Ky., has been installed as pastor 
of the Beechmont church, Louisville, Ky. 

Benson Cain, from Kobe, Japan, to 
Wakinoshima Cho, L Chome, Tajimi Shi, 
Gifu Ken, Japan. 

Cary R. Blain, from Circleville, W. Va.., 
to Warm Springs, Va. 


Burriss M. Bender, from Phelps, Ky., 
to Canoe, Ky. 

John W. Crinkley, formerly of Newland, 
N. C., has been dropped from the roll 
of Holston Presbytery since he has be. 
come affiliated with the Baptist church. 

William E. Garrison, formerly of N. 
Little Rock, Ark., has been divested of 
office without censure at his own request 
by Washburn Presbytery. 

Arthur A. Froelich, formerly of Orlando, 
Fla., has been deposed from the ministry 
by St. Johns Presbytery. 

James E. Porter, formerly of Stony 
Point, N. C., having become affiliated with 
the Baptist church, has been dropped 
from the roll by Concord Presbytery. 


TRAVEL 

Zeb V. Roberson and Mrs. Roberson, 
Raleigh Court church, Roanoke, Va., are 
a part of the Jamestown Festival group 
on a commemorative tour of Europe. They 
will return to this country in November. 


DEATHS 

William Luther Lathan, 68, Forest, 
Va., died Sept. 29 in Lynchburg, Va. He 
was pastor of the New London, Otter- 
wood and Pisgah churches. 

Mrs. John Andrew Smith, 90, died at 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. D. M. 
Allan, Hampden-Sydney, Va., Sept. 27. 
Her husband, who was a minister, died 
in 1923. Among the survivors is one son, 
John R. Smith, a Dallas, Texas, minister. 


LOUISVILLE LECTURES 

Charles W. Ranson, general secretary 
of the International Missionary Council, 
will deliver the Louisville Seminary cen- 
tennial class lectures for 1957. The date | 
is January 22-25 and the theme for the 
series is “The Christian Mission: Its 
Source and Fulfillment.” 


MISSIONARIES ‘ 

Miss Ann Barron, Director of Christian 
Sducation for the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, N. C., has 
been appointed an educational missionary 
to Mexico by the Nashville Board of 
World Missions effective in 1957. 

Miss Rebecca Glenn, a teacher at 
the Glade Valley. N. C., school, has been 
appointed to a three-year term as a 
teacher of missionaries’ children in West 
Brazil. She left for her appointment 
earlier this month. 


DCEs 

Jane L. Stanford, formerly on the staff 
of the Yazoo City, Miss., church, is now 
serving as Director of Christian Educa 
tion in the First Church, Kosciusko, Miss. 
She was succeeded by Mrs. M. D. Clark, 
of the Yazoo City church. 


CAMPUS ITEMS 

Winners of the Sam B. Hicks $1000- 
scholarships at Austin Seminary this year 
are James B. Brown, senior, Shreveport, 
La.; and Marvin Williams of the middle 
class, Dallas, Texas. 

Walter Robertson Taylor, son of H. Kerr 
Taylor, Dallas, Texas, who recently won 
his M. A. degree at Southern Methodist 
University, is teaching English on the 
faculty of Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 
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